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Increasing Integration of Artificial Intelligence in Legal Education

Law schools across the United States are increasingly embedding artificial intelligence (Al) into their curricula, signaling
a significant shift in legal education. A recent survey conducted by the American Bar Association (ABA) and the ABA
Task Force on Law and Artificial Intelligence reveals that Al is already influencing how future lawyers are trained, with
more changes anticipated soon.

Survey Details and Participation

The Al and Legal Education Survey, conducted between late December 2023 and mid-February 2024, gathered
responses from 29 law school deans and faculty members. The results highlight the growing role of Al in legal
education, showcasing both current practices and future plans for integrating Al into the legal curriculum.

Al Courses and Curricular Opportunities

According to the survey, 55% of the responding law schools currently offer courses specifically designed to teach
students about Al. Moreover, 83% of these institutions provide various curricular opportunities, such as clinics, where
students can gain hands-on experience with Al tools. These offerings underline the importance of Al proficiency in
modern legal practice.
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Generative Al in Admissions: A Divided Stance

The survey also sheds light on the mixed reactions to the use of generative Al in the law school admissions process.
Although no responding schools explicitly allow applicants to use Al tools during admissions, 62% have yet to establish
a clear policy on the matter. This uncertainty points to an ongoing debate about the role of Al in evaluating potential law
students.

Curriculum Adjustments and Academic Integrity

In response to the rise of Al tools, a substantial 85% of law schools are considering or have already made changes to
their curricula to better prepare students for an Al-augmented legal environment. Additionally, 69% of these institutions
have updated their academic integrity policies to address the unique challenges posed by Al, reflecting a commitment
to maintaining ethical standards in legal education.
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The Future of Al in Legal Education

The survey results indicate a broader trend of integrating Al literacy across various legal disciplines, from legal writing
to clinical practice. This trend suggests that law schools recognize the increasing importance of Al knowledge for future
legal professionals. As Al becomes more embedded in the legal field, law schools are taking proactive steps to ensure
that their graduates are equipped to navigate the evolving landscape.

ABA Task Force on Law and Artificial Intelligence

The ABA Task Force on Law and Artificial Intelligence, established in August 2023, plays a crucial role in guiding the
legal profession through the challenges and opportunities presented by Al. The task force is focused on several key
areas, including legal education, access to justice, court systems, governance, and risk management. Its ongoing efforts
aim to address the ethical implications of Al, identify potential risks, and develop responsible practices for using Al in
law.

The proactive stance taken by many law schools, along with the guidance from the ABA Task Force, highlights a
collective effort to prepare the next generation of legal professionals for the realities of practicing law in an Al-driven
world.
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