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Florida Legislature Passes Bill to Restrict Social Media Access for Under
16s

Florida's Republican-controlled legislature has recently passed a significant piece of legislation aimed at curtailing
access to social media platforms for individuals under the age of 16. This move is heralded by supporters as a
crucial step in safeguarding the mental well-being of young people amidst growing concerns over the negative
impacts of excessive social media usage.

Key Provisions of the Bill

The legislation, now awaiting review by Republican Governor Ron DeSantis, mandates social media platforms to
enforce stricter age restrictions. Under this law, individuals under 16 would be prohibited from creating or
maintaining accounts on these platforms. Social media companies would be compelled to utilize a third-party
verification system to ascertain the age of users, effectively screening out those who fall below the stipulated age
threshold.

Governor's Response and Balancing Act

Governor DeSantis, who initially expressed reservations about potential privacy infringements, emphasized the
need for a balanced approach. While acknowledging the detrimental effects of social media on children, he
underscored the importance of parental supervision and expressed caution against policies that could override
parental authority.

Legislative Approval and Support

The bill received overwhelming support in the Florida House of Representatives, passing with a resounding vote of
108-7. Advocates lauded the measure as a vital step in addressing the adverse effects of social media on the
mental health of young users, citing concerns such as anxiety and depression.

Opposition and Constitutional Concerns

However, critics have raised objections, particularly citing potential violations of the First Amendment's protections
for free speech. Some argue that decisions regarding children's online presence should remain within the purview
of parents rather than governmental intervention.

Industry Response and Data Privacy Concerns

Major social media entities, including Meta, the parent company of Instagram and Facebook, have voiced
opposition to the legislation. Meta contends that the bill would impede parental discretion and raise significant data
privacy concerns due to the extensive personal information required for age verification. Instead, Meta advocates
for federal legislation that mandates parental approval for downloads by individuals under 16.

Scope and Exemptions

While the bill does not explicitly target specific platforms, it identifies features common among social media sites
deemed harmful. These include "infinite scrolling," reaction metrics like likes, auto-play videos, live-streaming,
and push notifications. Notably, platforms primarily used for email, messaging, or texting are exempted from the
legislation's provisions.

Addressing Privacy Rights and Accountability

In response to concerns regarding privacy rights, lawmakers have taken measures to narrow the bill's scope.
Enhanced anonymity provisions in the age verification process aim to safeguard user data. Moreover, significant



penalties are proposed to nola tech giants accountable Tor non-compliance, including the requirement to
permanently delete personal information from terminated accounts and the authorization for parents to file civil
lawsuits against non-compliant entities.

National Landscape and Precedents

Florida joins a growing number of states addressing children's access to social media. States like Utah, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Ohio, and Texas have already implemented similar regulations, signaling a broader trend toward
regulatory intervention in this domain.

Don’t be a silent ninja! Let us know your thoughts in the comment section below.



