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Law School Students Seek Ideological Alignment Amidst Heightened
Political Tensions

A recent Kaplan survey revealed a growing trend among prelaw students seeking law schools with a political
environment that aligns with their own. More than half of respondents (58%) indicated that attending a law school
where their political views resonate with those of their peers is crucial. This trend marks a significant increase from
the 46% who expressed similar sentiments in Kaplan's 2020 survey.

This shift in preference mirrors the heightened political climate, with 53% of surveyed prelaw students citing the
political landscape as a factor influencing their decision to attend law school. This figure has also risen from 41% in
2020.
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Motivations Behind the Desire for Ideological Alignment

Several respondents highlighted the importance of feeling comfortable expressing their opinions without fear of
repercussions. One student emphasized needing a "safe space to express my opinions without fear of a backlash."
Another respondent acknowledged the value of engaging with diverse viewpoints but expressed concern about
navigating hostile environments, stating, "Even though it is important to dissent with respect and grow with people
with opposing views, I consider that in this day and age, it's challenging to survive in hostile environments."

Concerns Regarding Echo Chambers and the Importance of Debate

While the desire for an ideologically aligned campus environment is understandable, experts caution against the
potential for creating echo chambers. Amit Schlesinger, Kaplan's executive director of government and legal
programs, expressed concern that surrounding oneself with individuals of similar views could hinder the practice of
constructive debate, a crucial skill for aspiring lawyers.
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Schlesinger emphasized the importance of exposing oneself to diverse perspectives, stating, "Arguably, it does
raise some concern." Law school, he argued, should serve as a training ground for engaging with opposing
viewpoints and fostering respectful discourse.

Balancing Ideological Alignment with Exposure to Diverse Perspectives

The survey findings underscore the complex dynamics in law school admissions and the evolving expectations of
prelaw students. While ideological alignment may provide a sense of comfort and security, it is equally important
to seek out opportunities for engagement with diverse perspectives. Law schools can play a pivotal role in
cultivating an environment that fosters both intellectual growth and respectful dialogue.
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