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Eviction Law Firm Sanctioned for Filing Inaccuracies - A Case Study

Eviction Law Firm Sanctioned for Fabricated Court Filing

In a recent Southern California eviction case, Dennis P. Block and Associates, a prominent eviction law firm in the
region, faced a loss and sanctions for submitting a court filing replete with inaccuracies. The firm, led by Dennis
Block, who once boasted of evicting more tenants than anyone on Earth, found itself in hot water when L.A.
Superior Court Judge lan Fusselman uncovered the fabrication within their filing. Key details of this case follow:

The Troubling Court Filing

At first glance, the filing appeared credible, with proper formatting and Block's authoritative signature at the
bottom. It even included case citations to support the argument for eviction. However, Judge Fusselman detected
significant issues with the filing. Two cited cases turned out to be non-existent, while others were unrelated to
eviction law. The judge remarked that an "entire body of law was fabricated." The court never determined how the
filing was prepared, but many experts speculated that a generative Al program might have been misused.

Al in the Legal Profession

Generative Al programs like ChatGPT have come under increasing scrutiny in the legal field. While they promise
cost reduction, experts caution that relying on Al-generated work without verification can be risky and unethical.
Legal scholars and malpractice attorneys who reviewed the case believe such a program was likely used to draft
the inaccurate court filing.

Stakes in Eviction Cases

Eviction court cases are high-stakes battles determining who remains in their homes and who must vacate. These
outcomes can lead to homelessness for renters. The legal process moves swiftly, with many tenants lacking legal
representation.

Whether you’re a recent law school grad or an experienced attorney, BCG Attorney Search has the job
for you.

Dennis Block and His Law Firm

Dennis Block has earned notoriety for his firm's ability to handle many eviction cases. His website claims over
200,000 evictions dealt with, with an average of 500 unlawful detainer cases per month. However, Block's firm has
faced criticism from tenant advocates and some landlords, with 12 lawsuits filed alleging mishandled cases. Some
were dismissed due to time limitations, while others were resolved without trial.

A Disturbing Trend

The court filing from Block's firm, leading to sanctions, exhibits similarities to a case in New York where an
attorney admitted to misusing ChatGPT. Both cases fell apart upon closer examination of their citations. Legal
experts argue that Al-generated information can resemble facts while having no basis in reality, a concerning
phenomenon.

Ethical Implications

Submitting fake case law violates a fundamental duty in the legal profession. Legal experts emphasize the
importance of accurate and verified case citations. Concerns are heightened when defendants, often representing
themselves in venues like eviction court, are faced with unreliable legal documents.
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Accountability and justice

Experts worry that unchecked tools like ChatGPT could lead to miscarriages of justice, potentially leading to people
being unfairly evicted due to the failure of legal professionals to conduct proper research.

Dennis Block's Response

Dennis Block declined an interview, stating that the inquiry was aimed at publishing a 'hit piece.' He defended his
firm's longstanding practice and its role in protecting landlords' interests. Block refused to discuss confidential
matters and refused to engage in what he perceived as a smear campaign against him and his firm.

Don’t be a silent ninja! Let us know your thoughts in the comment section below.



