
New York Lawsuit Against Donald Trump's Business: Clash in Court

Former President's Lawyer Accuses New York Attorney General of Ignoring Facts

In a recent courtroom showdown, a lawyer representing Donald Trump leveled strong accusations against New York
Attorney General Letitia James, asserting that she disregarded vital aspects of the case. The legal battle revolves
around a civil lawsuit by James, alleging systematic fraud within Trump's family business empire.

Trump's Lawyer Fires Back

Christopher Kise, the legal representative for Donald Trump, made these allegations during a hearing in a New York
state court. This contentious exchange unfolded just 10 days before the anticipated trial date on October 2. The
central issue is whether the case should proceed, with Trump, his sons Donald Jr. and Eric, and the Trump
Organization vehemently arguing that it should be dismissed outright. Their grounds for dismissal include the
absence of fraud, a lack of harm inflicted, and the contention that the claims are too old-fashioned to be
considered.

A Dueling Perspective

In contrast, Attorney General Letitia James is pushing for a pre-trial ruling to hold the defendants accountable for
fraud. Justice Arthur Engoron presided over the hearing and is set to deliver his verdict on both sides' motions on
September 26. Engoron emphasized the broader principles: "We're discussing fairness and honesty in the
marketplace. The fact that nobody was hurt doesn't mean the case gets dismissed." James seeks substantial
penalties of at least $250 million and the prohibition of Trump and his adult sons from operating businesses in New
York.
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Trump's Political Landscape

Meanwhile, Donald Trump maintains a significant lead in the race for the 2024 Republican presidential nomination
despite facing four criminal indictments to which he has pleaded not guilty. Trump has consistently denied
wrongdoing, dismissing the cases as a partisan "witch hunt."

Allegations of Financial Deceit

Central to the legal dispute are allegations that Trump misrepresented financial information from 2011 to 2021 to
secure more favorable loan and insurance terms, resulting in financial institutions and insurers being defrauded.
These falsehoods reportedly encompassed the overvaluation of properties such as Mar-a-Lago in Florida and Trump
Tower's penthouse in Manhattan, inflating Trump's net worth by an estimated $3.6 billion.

Debate Over Evidence

Kise vehemently challenged the evidence presented, asserting that James' counterarguments were insufficient to
establish wrongdoing. He contended that disputes over property valuations were irrelevant, arguing, "The
foundation of the case is to ignore everything. The case comes down to prosecuting the defendants for engaging in
successful business transactions." On the other hand, James claims that Trump knowingly provided false
valuations.
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In June, a state appeals court in Manhattan dismissed several claims against Trump's daughter, Ivanka Trump, and
other allegations predating July 2014 or February 2016 due to statute of limitations restrictions. The court delegated
the determination of which aspects of the case could proceed to Justice Engoron. Additionally, Engoron is set to rule
on James' request to penalize the defendants for repeatedly raising what he deemed "frivolous" arguments that
had already been rejected.

Courtroom Tensions

During the recent hearing, tensions ran high as Judge Engoron expressed dissatisfaction with Kise's suggestion that
banks might not have relied on Trump's valuations when granting loans. The judge firmly stated, "You cannot make
false statements and use them in business," punctuating his point with a resounding fist-bang.

Lawsuit Against the Judge

Last week, Donald Trump filed a lawsuit against Judge Engoron, alleging undue delays in narrowing down the
case's scope. The lawsuit seeks to postpone the trial to allow the defendants adequate preparation time once the
judge decides which claims the attorney general can pursue. Furthermore, defense attorneys have accused
Attorney General James of disregarding the June appeals court decision.

Awaiting the Appeals Court Decision

The looming question is whether the appeals court will decide next week whether the trial should proceed as
scheduled. As both sides brace for the legal showdown ahead, the eyes of the nation remain fixed on this high-
stakes legal battle.
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