
Prominent Attorney Boies Raises Alarm over Harmful Impact of Politics on
Legal Practice

On Wednesday, renowned attorney David Boies and several prominent legal professionals expressed concerns about the
impact of incivility and politics on the United States legal system. Speaking at an event hosted by the conservative
Federalist Society in Washington, D.C., Boies highlighted issues ranging from the judicial confirmation process to the
criminal case against former President Donald Trump in New York.

Boies criticized the increasingly "toxic" nature of the process for confirming new federal judges, emphasizing that political
considerations have come to dominate the selection rather than focusing on the suitability of candidates for non-
controversial cases. As a former Senate Judiciary Committee lawyer, Boies stressed the need to prioritize the appointment
of judges based on their ability to impartially handle both controversial and non-controversial cases.

The event also featured discussions on maintaining civility in the legal profession, with American Bar Association President
Deborah Enix-Ross and prominent conservative lawyer Charles Cooper of Cooper & Kirk participating in the panel. Cooper,
who represented the opposing side in the California gay marriage case, emphasized the importance of lawyers exhibiting
respectful behavior even in contentious cases.

Boies, known for his involvement in high-profile political cases, expressed concerns about the indictment against Donald
Trump, the former U.S. president and a potential candidate for the Republican nomination in 2024. He argued that the
ongoing prosecution in New York contributes to the divisive atmosphere in American society and undermines the rule of
law and public confidence in prosecutorial discretion. Boies suggested that there should be a higher threshold for charging a
former president without further elaboration.
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The charges against Trump involve allegations of falsifying business records to conceal pre-election payments made to
adult film actress Stormy Daniels, who claimed to have had a sexual encounter with Trump. Trump has pleaded not guilty
and accused prosecutors of having political motivations. Legal experts have raised questions about the decision to elevate
what would typically be a misdemeanor offense to a felony charge, as prosecutors have alluded to the involvement of a
second crime without specifying it. The additional offense may include potential violations of tax and election laws.

Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg has defended the case, asserting that it aligns with the typical approach taken in
white-collar prosecutions by his office. While a spokesperson for Bragg's office declined to comment on Boies' remarks, the
attorney's concerns add to the ongoing debate surrounding the case and its potential implications for the legal system.

Despite Boies' reputation for his liberal advocacy and past trial successes, his recent work for figures like Harvey
Weinstein, the former Hollywood producer convicted of rape, and Theranos founder Elizabeth Holmes has drawn criticism.
These controversies have sparked discussions about the intersection of personal beliefs and professional responsibilities
within the legal field.

As legal professionals continue to navigate a challenging landscape influenced by politics and incivility, the warnings
raised by Boies and others serve as a reminder of the importance of upholding the principles of justice, fairness, and
respectful conduct within the legal profession. The discussions surrounding the judicial confirmation process and ongoing
legal cases demonstrate the ongoing need for thoughtful and unbiased decision-making to preserve the integrity and public
trust in the U.S. legal system.
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