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Judge Accused of Misusing Charity Funds for Court and Juvenile Justice Center Donations

The Indiana Commission on Judicial Qualifications has filed an ethics complaint against Judge Jason A. Cichowicz of South Bend, Indiana. The complaint claims that
Cichowicz used his role as a sole trustee for a charitable foundation, the C Foundation, to pay for tile work and car purchases provided to local courts by his father's
companies.

The complaint also claims that Cichowicz had a conflict of interest when he continued to represent a wealthy client who made Cichowicz the beneficiary of various
trusts and bank accounts. The complaint also alleges that Cichowicz used his position as a judge to secure a line of credit to build a new courtroom and hide the
funds' source.

Cichowicz's lawyer has issued a statement saying that Cichowicz's interest was in improving the court and that he acted in the best interest of the community and
the children and families served by the juvenile justice center.

The case is now being decided by a panel of three independent judges who will decide the validity of the ethics complaint.
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